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�� Get great green advice for eager employees! 


� Learn the pros and cons of having a debit card. 

�� A financial essay by Cara Champlin 

�� Find more activities online 
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A paycheck is a contract. It is a promise from your 
employer that you will be able to get your wages or 
pay, in the amount that they write down on the check 
from their bank account. 
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They are a sum of money that is charged by the 
government to cover the cost of things like school, your 
police, the fire department, armed forces, etc. 
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·  Half of teens over age 12 (and over 60% of 
teens age 15) work at least at some during the 
year (Bureau of Labor Statistics,1997). 

·  You could make $1,875 in one summer if you 
worked just 25 hours a week for 10 weeks 
making minimum wage ($7.50 per hour)! 

·  Besides wanting to have money to save and to 
spend, many people think first jobs help teens 
learn about work and develop skills that they 
will need later in life. 

·  It is important to put school first. Because of 
this, the number of teens working during the 
school year is smaller. It’s about 30% or less 
and the hours are limited, with less than 10% 
of teens working more than 15 hours. 

            
continued on page 2 

 
 

Cara Champlin shares saving tips 
with Chicago area youth.  
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Christina Vasquez helps youth learn to   
save and create a piggy bank. 
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Money Smart Week is a registered service mark of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago. 
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The resources contained in this document were compiled to provide educational information in regard to the subject matter covered. The information is provided with the understanding that this 
information is not a legal, financial or accounting service, nor legal, financial or accounting advice. If advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person 
should be sought. The resources listed should not be considered all inclusive or be believed to reflect the ideas or opinions of the EAC, its members, or its partners. 
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·  Changing to solar power can cost over 
$100,000. Outdoor solar lighting or water 
heaters may be more affordable 
·  If you buy 5 CFLs, you could save $226 
over the life of the bulbs 
·  The US made 246 million tons of trash in 
2005, but recycling can help! 32% of those 
246 million tons of trash were recycled! 
·  Incandescent bulbs waste 90% of the 
energy they use. 
·  Switching to high-efficiency air 
conditioners and reducing your air-
conditioning use can cut your cooling costs 
by 20 to 50 percent.  
·  Remember to shut off all lights when not 
in a room. Also, unplug electronics while not 
in use because they use electricity even 
when they aren’t turned on.                            
(Compiled by Samantha Hauser, Illinois High School Student) 
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OurPlanet: Change Is Possible This 
book by Myspace Community and Jeca 
Taudte teaches teens how to keep the 
planet healthy, offers eco-tips, and 
shares real life stories. 
 
Dr. Art's Guide to Planet Earth: For 
Earthlings Ages 12 to 120 by Art 
Sussman Ph.D. teaches people of all 
ages about the earth and how to help. 
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�
www.earth911.org 

�
www.epa.gov/highschool/ 

 
www.eere.energy.gov 

 
www.thegreenguide.com 

 
www.energy.gov/forstudentsandkids.htm 

 
 


